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GREEK MEETS TURK

A Brisk Fight Takes Place in Mace-
donia.

e

DIFFICULT NOW T0 AVERT WAR

Strength of the Opposing Forces

on the Frontier.

PRESENT PLAN OF

-

POWERS

CONSTANTINOPLE, March 20.—If the
report fust recetved here from the Turk-
ish headouarters at Elassona are correct
fizhting has already ocenrred on the Turk-
ish side of the frontier of Macedonia. It
1= said that the Greek leader, Alexis Takt,
a brother of the famous chieftain of that
name, crossed the frontier Inte Macedonia
Sunday, accompanied by about twenty-five
of nis followers. Near (Irevena the Greeks
met and sagaged an advance post of Turk-
ish troops, commanded by a German offi-
cer. In the fighting which followed the
Tvrks lost twelve men killed and had
twenty wounded, including the German
officer. The loss of the Greeks is not
known. The latter subssquently returned
acroas the bhorder into Greek territory.

The sftuation 1s about as critlcal as it
can be, and it 1s diflcult to see how war
between Greece and Turkey can be avert-
ed., Strong efforts in that direction are
etill being made, but it is rumored in diplo-
matic circles that King George has sent a
mossage to the csar sayving that it is im-
possible for Greece to yleld to the powers
regarding Crete, and that it is equally im-
fossible to recall the Greek troops from
Thessaly In view of the excited condition
of the public mind.

It I= believed that even the annexation of
Crete would fall to satiafy the Greeks; they

are =0 imbued with the war fever that
nothing short of severe blood letting will
cure them.

Turkish Forces on the Frontier.

The Greeks, it is further believed, greatly
underestimate the strength of the Turkish
forces in Macedontza and Epirus. Edhem
Pasha, the Turkish commander-in-chief,
now has at his disposal about 150,000 fight-
frg men and 0 Krupp guns. He also has
ar ample supply of ammunition, a fair
commissariat. as Turkish commissariats g9,
and his medical staff and hospital corps sre
in satisfactory conditlon. All the strategic
points on the frontier are occeupted, defend-
el by newly thrown-up earthworks amd
cther defenses and are supplied with power-
Tal hatteries of artillery.

To attack this line of defense, it Is under-
the Gires cannot musier more than
THe musily irregulars, although
=Cmes 51 €= here have it that the Greeks
mayv be a 1o mu=ster SO0 men in all,
counting the hastily armed peasantry snd
the raw recruits and roush reserves which
they have «n pushipg toward the fron-
tier for . month past. This foree Is known
to b weak in cavalry and e2pecially =0 in
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artflery, in which arms the Turks are over-
whelmingly strong. It is true that the
Greek= are animated by a warlike spirit

ard a degree of enthusiasm rarely hefore
but warlike enthusiasm cannot
inst big battalions and heavy
i numerous batterfes «of artillery.

Fhus it is that the Turkish authorities are
calmiy walting the outbreak of war. |7
WAr 18 1o come, confident that EVery siep
possible has been taken 10 meet the emer-
Einey.

‘._\s > the Cretan situatlon, it is undger-
sic.d that the admirals in command of
the fureign Heet in Uretan waters are of
the opindfon that now that Grecce has vir-
tually completed her war preparations on
the f_rrmm-r of Thessaly a blockade of the
principal _Gmek ports wanld bhe uscleas,
ihus bearing out the forecasts previously
m;:d.e In these dispatches that the refusal
of Great Britain to take active part in the
blickade of Greece might lead to the col-
3&; ¢ of that scheme to prevent an out-
vrenk of hostilities.

Withdrawal of Turks From Crete,

Under these circumstances all the efforts
©of the ambassadors of the POowers here
are now being direcied toward prevailing
upun the Turkish government to ad-
vise the sultan to withdraw the Turk-
Ish troups from Crete ss another sop Lo
Grecce and as another attempt to pre-
Vell war. - And, in addition, the ambas-
sadors are endeavoring to prevail upon
Greece and Turkey to agree to the estab-
lisment of a neutral zone hetween tae oo
posing Turks and (irecks on the two froa-
tiers.

The ambassadors have made strong rep-
resentations to the porte in favor of per-
mitting tne immediate departure of those
of tne Mussulmans in Crete who have ex-
pressed the desire to emigrate,

This will probably be agreed to, but as
to the withdrawal of the Turkish troops,
the sultan has not vet shown any disposi-
tion te submit to taat demand.

Auntria’s Arbitrary FProhibition.

The Ausirian government, upon the rep-
rezentations of the porte, has probibited
the exportation from Trieste of 7,000, (8K)
rtridg«s which were In ccurse of snip-

T 10 (Fressce,

¢ representatives of Greece have pro-
tesied agalnst this action upon the part ot
the Austrian government, clahming it is i1-
lsgal and arbitrary, as nc state of war
X It is not Hkely that the protest
AvVe any effect.

The work of preparing for the defense of
Salonica s now said to have been com-
pleted. and all danger of an attack upen
this Turkish base of supplies is believed to
have passed.

- ——
ATTEMPTS TO BURN

ALTOONA.

Foar Fires Kindled Last Night in Dif-
ferent Parts of the Clty.
ALTOONA, Pa, Marth 30.—An attempt
was made late last night and early this
morning to Jdestroy Altoena, four incen-
dary fres being kindled in different parts
of the city between the hours of 11 and
1:30 o'clock. Prompt work hy the fire de-
partment alone saved the town from pos-

sihle destruction. The entire loss, how-
ever, will uggreguate between $30000 and
$lep (0,

Trere 1s scarcely a doubt that tHe fires
were of incendlary origin, as they origi-

nated in places where the matter was of
the most inflammable character and In
widely different sectlions of the city. The

first fire was discovered In a atable in the
hird ward at 11:20 o'clock last night, and
= qu.ckly extingutehed, with but slight
aamage,

At 12005 a.m. another alarm was turned
in from the first ward. This time it was
the workshop in the rear of the residence
pf W. F. Yeatts. The blaze was extin-
Fulahed, with but a siight loas,

W hLitle the firemen were returning to their
Kj:u'.nr.s they were called to the fifth ward,

Lere the large lumber storage sheds of
M. Foels were ablaze, and after a fierce
fght the flames wers subdued. The stor-
axe warehouse of Armour & Co. was dum-
agadl to the extent of 31,000, while Mr,
Poets’ loss was about $1,500.

Af 130 o'clock this morning the fourth
elarm was turned In. This time it was the
large planing mill of Willam Stokes that
was on flre. Before the firenren arrived
the mill was doomed, and all cfforts were
directed to saving adjoining sheds, lumbsr
piles and nearby The mill was
totally destroyed. Laoss, $30,000; Insurance,
$10.600.

lthmtlnmhowwoflhoh
orlzinated.

THE CABINET MEETING

Devoted Principally to Important Depart-
ment Positions.

When They Are Decided on They Will
All Go in Tegether—Conference

With the Attorney General.

The meeting of the cabinet ftoday was
short, and, so far as can be learned, was
devoted mainly to the conslderation of ap-
poiniments in the wvarious departmenis—
assistant secretartes and !mportant burean
officials. Some surprise is expressed by
the politicians at the apparent delay In
making these changes, and there was an
expression of disappointment in the Treas-
ury Department in particular at the ab-
sence of assistant secretaries in today's
list of nominations. It is said that the
President is arranging these appointments
with a view to geographlcal consideratlons,
and that when this matter is arranged the
nominations will be sent to the Senate In
a bunch, It is confidently expected that
the chief assistants in the Treasury, War
and Justice departments will he announced
in a few days, possibly tomorrow.

Secretary Sherman was the only absentee

from today’s meeting. He s still confined
to his house with a troublesome attack of
neuralgic rheumatism, which impedes his
powers of locomotion. He is able to work
at his desk, however, and signed all the
departmental mail as usual today, besides
attending to all business sent him from
the department. He will probably be able
to resume his duties at the department to-
morrew or next day.
The conference of the President and At-
torney General McKenna today was an
unusually long one. It continued for more
than an hour after the regular meeting
was over. It is probable that the case
of the New Mexico murderers was care-
fully gone over by the two men. The re-
spite granted the murd rers is nearly enl-
ed, and it is not thought that another re-
spite will be granted. The case will be
settled one way or another within a few
days,

DIFLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE.

Some Features in the Book Just Pub-
lished.
The Department of State has just pub-
lished so much of the diplomatic corre-
spondence of the last year as was sent to
Congress a8 an appendix to the President's
message in Decemhber. All of this has heen
included in one volume of about 1,06 pages,
which 1s much smaller than the preceding
publication of forelgn relations. The mat-
ter is generally less interesting, too, for the
reason that many chapters treating of im-
portant quesiions have been sent to Con-
gress and published from time to time, and
also because the correspondence has heen
carefully edited with a view to the omis-
=ion of anything that could possibly give
offense 1o the other nations party to it.
Under the head of Austria the guestions
treated relate entirely to naturaiization
prohlems. Minister Tripp reports that the
cages of arrest for failure to perform mili-
tary duty on the part of naturalized eiti-
zens of the United States returning to Aus-
tria-Hungary are now infrequent., The lo-
cal military authorities now under instrue-
tions from the foreign office gmive American
passporis full credit. and unless there are
some peculinr features in the case the citi-
zen, If arrested, Is immedlately releasad
upon presentation of his papers without re-
course to consul or minister,
One interesting and important construce-
tion of law secured throuzh Mr. Tripp's
representations was given in the case of
one Sedivy, which involved the delicate
question of how far the Austrian govern-
ment had the right to punish as a deserter
8 returning American citizen of Austrian
birth who had performed his active mili-
tary service in Austria before emigration,
but was at that time on the reserve lsts
and liatle 1o a call Into actlve service
again. Mr. Tripp sueceeded In securing the
approval of the Austrian authorities of his
contention that in such cases the Ameri-
can citizen canmot be punished for a crime
committed by act of emieration, but only
for an offense commiited hefore emigra-
tlon, that therefore he committed no crime
in emigrating before he was called again
into active service, and was subject to no
punishment as a deserter.

Another poiat of citizenship of some in-
terest waus settled by United States Minis-
ter Strobel at Santiago, Chile. This was
his decision that he had ne power to ex-
empt from military service in Chile chil-
dren bhorn in that country of American
parents. He held that they owed alle-
giance to Chile as long as they remained in
her territory, as her laws declared that
children bern in Chile are Chilean citizens,
Of course, upon leaving the country they
might assert their American cltizensh's
under the general statute. Secretary Ol-
ney approved this finding briefly.

b2
GEN. MERRITT'S TRANSFER.
to Feollow Gen.
Retircment.

In inticipation of the retirement of Maj.
Gen. Thomas H. Huger, commanding the
department of the east, at New York, Fri-
day next, Maj. Gen. Wesley Merritt, com-
manding the department of the Missouri ut
CLicago, has been notified by the Secretary
of War to make arrangements for his early
transfer to that command, It Is expected
that the regular orders will be issued in 2
day or two. Altheugh not entirely settled,
it is more than probable that Briz. Gen,
J. H. Brooke, commanding the department
of Dakota at St. Paul, will succeed Gen.
Merritt In command of the department of
the Missouri

The retirement ef Gen. Ruger will result
ir promotions in every grade of the line,
frcm major general down to second lieu-
tenant. Unless present signs fail, Brig.
Gen. Frank Whesaton, commanding the de-
pertment of Colorado- at Denver, will pet
the major generalship, and Cel. W. RH.
Shafter, commanding the Ist Hegiment of
Infantry, staticned at San Francisco, witl
get the brigadler generalship. Gen. Whea-
ten's selection is said to be due to the fact
that it Is his last last chance of promotion,
inasmuch as he wiil retire for age 1n May
next, thereby deferring only for a few
weeks the appointment of another major
gencral. The vacancy thus created, ac-
cerding to popular belief, will be filled by
the advancement of Gen, Brooke, the senior
officer of his grade. Col. Shafter is the
senior officer In his grade, and has heen
Jumped several times of late years. There
is no assurance of his promotion on the re-
tirement of Gen. Ruger, but his chances
are said to be of the best,

LN -—

Personnl Mention,

Lieut. Col. €. McKibben of the 21st In-
fantry 1s at the -Congressional Hotel.

Capt. 8. W. Fountain, 8th Cavalry, is at
the Calro, on leave of absence.

Rev. I. L. Hauser, for thirty-five years
4 missloenary to India, 1s spending a few
weeks in the city visiting his friends, Mr,
and Mrs. J. D. Croissant, and rumor has
it that he will soon recelve an Important
mission under the present administration
to return to the orient.

Representative Apsicy of Massachusetis,
who has been Ul for some -time at his res-
ldence In this city, I8 improving.

Promotions Ruger's

To Ald In Recovering Croshy's Bedy.

Senor Dupuy de Lome, the Spanish min-
ister here, had cabled to Acting Captaln
General Ahumada at Havana a request that

he do all in his power to ald in the re-
sovery of the body of the unfortunate

newspaper correspondent, Crosby, who was
killed at Arroyo Blanco, and have the re-

CASE DISMISSED

‘ment’a case.

| tion it was enough to allege that he pub-

Judge Bradley Ordersa Verdict in the
Conn Case.

FINDS THE INDICTMENT DEFECTIVE

e

Argument by Mr. Davis on the
Legal Points.

QUESTION OF RESPONSIBILITY

YWhen the trlal of Mr. Charies G. Conn,
formerly proprictor of the Washington
Times, chm‘frud with having criminally li-
beled District Commissiorer George Trues-
dell fn an issue of the Evening Times of
the 2d of last December, was adjourned
yesterday afterncon by Judge Bradley in
Criminal Court Ne. District Attorney
Davis had announced to the court that with
the possible exception of a single witness
he had no further testimony to submit on
behalf of the government. At the hour of
adjournment the question of the right of
the prosecution to introduce in evidence
and read to the jury the alleged libelous
ruatter was still pending, the matter having
been, at the suggestion of the court, de-
ferred until after the close of the goveri-

o

Upon the resumption of the trial this
morning, the court room being ecrowded,
Mr. Davis stated that he would call but one
other witness, Mr. Hernard M. Bridget of
the firm of 'arker, Bridget & Co. He also
stated that last night he had examined a
number of authorities, which, he believed.
sustained the right of the government tn
submit in evidence the article in auestion.

Counsel for the defense objected to fur-
ther argumenis on the point, but Judire
Bradley remarked that he desired as much
light on the matter as he could obtain, and
decided to hear Mr., Davis, and, if they
wished, counsel for Mr. Conn.

Mr. Davis then called Mr, Bridget to the
witness stand, handing him an advertise-
ment agreement entered into between his
firm and Mr. Conn, as president of the
Thmes Company. Mr. Ralston objected to
the Introduction of the azrecment beemuse
the witness conld not swear to Mr. Conn's

signature. =
Mr. Ralsten,”

“Tbc-n,“ remarked Mr.
I will eall you

Davis, as a wilness to

prove his signature,.”
“Well, then.”” said Mr. Ralston, “we will

admit that the signature is that of AMr.
Conn.”
The agreement offering Mr. Bridgel's

firm stock in the Times Company  doilar

for dollar of the amount of advertisepient

placed in the Times by the firm was then

read to the jury by Ar. Davis, his PUTTOSE

being to show that Mr. Conn was tne re-

apoLsible head and manager of the Times,
Mr. Davis Aroues,

Mr. Davis then announced that with the
exception of the &  libeious matier he
had no further ony to offer, and
he proceeded to address the court in oppo-
gition to the objection made by Mr. Conn's
counsel to the introdaction in evidence of
the complained-of words.

The defense, sald Mr. Davis, based thelr
objection on the ground that as they as-
serted, the indictment charges Mr. Conn
with having composed and published the
alleged libelous words, whereas, as the de-
ferise further asserted, the words were the
quated ones of another, a so-called western

senator. In other words, explained Mr.
Davis, the defense ciaimed that the in-
dietment is fatally defective because of

the alleged variance hetween the proof and
the allegations of the Indictment. But,
argucd Mr. Davis, ihere is no variance be-
cause the defendant qualltied the libelous
words, or attributed them to anather, or
used them with other wornds, The indici-
ment charged him with having published
the alleged false and libelous wards, ad-
mitting, In fact, that he published them
together with others. Therefore, the in-
dictment does not charge the defendant
with having published the whole articie,
said Mr. Davis, but does charge him with
having published the particular words com-
plained of. In that way he was flully ac-
guainted with what he was charged, and
the proof =ubmitted by the government
Jdoes not require him to make, after hear-
ing it, a different deféense. Hence, sub-
mitted Mr. Davis, there is no variance be-
itween the allegations of the indictment and
the procf, and the objection should be
overruled.

Reéplying to Mr. Davis, Mr. Ralston stated
that the defernse had not and would not
claim that the indictment should set forth
the article In full. But, he said, the de-
fense insisted that that part of the article
which attributed the alleged offensive
words to a western senator should have
been included in ithe indictment

Mr. Conn's Connection.,
Before deciding the point, Judge Bradley
notified counsel on both sides that he de-

sired to hear them on the question as to
whether there had heen sufficient evidence
irtroduced in the case tending to hold Mr.
Conn respongible. He intimated that it
had not been shown that Mr. Conn pub-
lished the paper.

Mr. Siddone, replying to the court's sug-
gestion, submitted that Mr. Conn had not
Iwen shown to have heen responsible for
the publleation. He had shoply been shown
to have been the president of the Times
Cempany, and while he might have heen
the business manager nf the paper or com-
parny, he was not thereby made responsible,
argued Mr. Siddons, for what appeared in
the newspaper.

Mr. Davis, calllzg attention to the testi-
mony in the case, sald that It clearly show-
ed that Mr. Conn owed a majority of the
Atock In the company; that he was the
manager, of- 4ts business affairs, and that
he was the conductcr of the paper. Belng
such, sald Mr. Davis, he became responsi-
ble fer the publication of the alleged li-
belogus maiter.

Concluding the arguments on the point,
Mr, Slddens, sald the author, the printer,
the proprietor, the publisher and whoever
engages In the publicatlon and distribu-
tion of libelous mztter with knowledge of
its character, are responsible. But, he in-
sisted, Mr, Conn had not been shown to
have occupled any of those positions.

Judge Bradley's Ruling.

In rendering his decislon Judge Bradley |

remarked that the case had been fruitful of
interesting questions. The scheme of the
indictment seemed to have charged the de-
fendant with every step and every Iin-
gredient of Iibel, but it did not pretend to
allcge his connecilon or assoclation with
the Evening Times, although accusing him
with having been actuated by malice and
with having written and published and
with having caused to be written and pub-
lished the alleged libelous matter. If the
purpose of the pleader had. been to hold
the defendant responsible for the publica-

lished it. When he went further it be-
came necessary for hlm to prove ail he
alleged.

The mere wrliting without publication is
not an offense, but, having charged that
the defendant both wrote and publighed
the alleged libel, the government was
forced to prove both.

The Times Company, said Judge Brad-
ley, was shown to be a bedy corporate,
the defendant being at the time of th
compiained-of pubiication its president and
genernl © manager. The compbany had
various “other officers, but what thefr re-
spective duties were the government fatled |

to show, all being Jleft to inference. Bait | would

.it was apparent that each had some par-
ticular duty to perf , and was thereby
vested with certain control and super-

| mains shipped to the United States.

ant had or what his supervision or con-
trol was could only be inferred. Because
he was president, general manager or edi-
torial writer, the court could assume
that he had such knowledge of the pub-
licetion as would make him criminally
responsible. An agent is not liable for the
torts of his subagent, and If the case on
trial was a civil proceeding, and it was
proved that the alleged libel was prepared
by an inferior and publishéd, the company
might be held responsible, but not the
general manager.
The Case Dismissed.

Judge Bradlcy referrcd to the presump-
tion of innocence surrounding a defendant
in a criminal case, a preaumption which
makes it Incumbent on the government tn
prove every essentlal ingredient of the of-
fense charged. For that reason the court
cceuld not allow the jury to infer that be-
cause of the positlons beld by the defend-
ant Fe was responsihle for the complained
of publication. It had not been shown that
he wasa the proprietor of the paper. He
was a stockholder in the company publish-
ing it, and that body corporate is respon-
sible, criminally and civilly, if anybody be.
Iesponsible clvilly to the party said to he
wronged, and criminally to the govern-
ment, Hence there was no occasion to
hunt absut among the emploves to find
some gne to punish for the offense, if it be
an offense, and that the court would not,
of course, determine.

Referring to the variance between the
articles and the proof, Judge DBradley satd
the allezed offensive words are not in the
first, but in the third person, being not
those of the defendant, but those of some
one else, some western semator, the judge
holding that it was a fatal variance, and
that it should have been alleged that the
words complained of were used by a cer-
iain western senator. That is, not only
the tenosr of the words should have been
shown, but also the entirety in which they
were used, that the Jury misght determine
wheiher their publication was or was not
malicious and defamatory.

In conclusion, Judge Bradley remarked
that if he should allow the particular
words to go o the jury, he would evea
then have to direct them to acquit M
Cenn, hecause it had not been shown that
he was ceriminally responsible for their
publicatlon. "I cannot,” he said, “allow the

jury to infer guilt when the defendant's
cenduct is consistent with innocence. The
jury will return a wverdict of not guilty,

and the defendant will be discharged.”

The jury refurned the verdict directed by
the court, and after Mr. Conn was formally
discharged he was surrounded by numer-
ous friends, and he and his counsel, Mesars.
J. H. HRalston, F. 1. Siddons and Andrew
Y. Bradley, wer2 warmly congratulated.

SENATE REORGANIZATION
The Matter Seriously Disenssed in the Re-
publican Oaucus.

It was plainly shown in the republican
senatorial eaucus this merming that the
conservative eiement, which ig usually the
minerity, but generally controls, do not fu-
tend to seriously attempt a reorganizatinn
of the Senate. The younger senators who
are anxious for the commitiee promotions
which would come to them through the re-
tirement on the 4th of March of senators
who were their seniors are pressing vig-
orously for reorganization, and some of
them expressed the opiniom in cauwcus that
the reorganization could be accomplished
it the offices, as well as the committees,
were taken in.

The caucus was in sesslon for nearly
two hours, the time being devoted to ar-
guments on both gides. Considerable talk
was indulged in on both sides of the ques-
ticn, and a committee was appointed to
make the committee assignments for the
tepublicans and to consult with the oppo-
sition. This will glve the younger senators
the satisfactlon of having their places de-
cided on for whatever time a reorganiza-
tlon may cccur, but it will probably not
hesten recrganization. There appears to
be no prospect that an attempt at reorgani-
zation will be made before the passauge of
the tariff bill.

I'he conservatlve eenators took the posi-
tion in caucus that a fight over the com-
mittees at this time would simply delay
action on the tariff bill, and place the re-
spongibility for the delay upon the repub-
Ecans:

After the tariff bill has been disposed of
it is probahle that the committee question
will be taken up seriously, and it is prob-
able that the silver elements will then com-
bine and be able io take control.

—— e —————

GREATER THAN EVER.

The Competition for Posltlons as
Fonrth-Clnss Postmasters.

The week ended March 27 brought to the
Post Office Department an unprecedented
qrantity of letters relating tn appoint-
L ents, During the week 45,628 letters
were recelved, being double the quantity
recelved during cach of the two previous
weeks and more than during any of the
first weeks of previous administrations.
Ninety-five per cent of the letters related
to the applications for '‘appointments to
fourth-class post offices. At the depart-
ment it is said that never hefore has the
competition for- appointment as fourth-
class postmasters Leen so great. This is
regarded at the department as & result of
the business depression prevailing through-
out the country.

THIEE FRIGATE CONSTITUTION.
Orders for Her Refitiing to De Made
at Once.

Representative Flizgerald of Massachu-
setts has been in consultation with Secre-
tary Long and Chief Constructor Hichborn
respecting the execution of the provision of
the naval appropriation bill, which he suc-
ceeded In having included, appropriating
§8,000 for refitting the famous old frigate
Constitution. Mr. Fitzgerald pointed out
togthe department officials that the money
was® immediately availaple ~and he sug-
gested the propriety of going on at once
with the work of refitling, leaving It to the
future to decide whether or not the ves-
sel shall be taken to Washington, to Bos-
ton or elsewhere. The officials agreed with
him as to this and orders will go forward
at once to the Portsmouth, N. H., navy
yard, where the Constitution now lles, to
place her In readiness to make a voyage

at sea. .

Without undertaking to affect the judge-
ment of Secretary Long as to the final
resting place of the old ship, Mr. Fitzger-
ald put in an application to hawe the Con-
stitution at Boston October 19 next. This
day will mark the hundradfh anniversary
of the launch of the ship, and not only the
people of Boston, but all the citizens of
Massachusetts, Intend to ,_ﬁsal e & Egreat
demonstration on that ocpasiom, hoping to
secure ‘the attendance of the President and
his cabinet officers among pther features.

H. CLAY EVANS HERE.
Has Formed No Plans fa Commection
_ With His New Office.

H. Clay Evans, nominated to Be com-
missioner of pensions, held quite a recep-
tion at the Ebbitt House this morning.
This reception was altogether impromptu,
and was held In the of the-

i

vision. Yet what knowiedge the defend-

CHARGE DISMISSED
Conflicting a;;e_;-oday in the
Madge Fisher Case.

—_——— .

POLICEMAN MELLEN NOT GUILTY

Doctors Testify as to the Condi-
tion of the Girl.

THE DISORDERLY CONDUCT

Judge Miller, in the Police Court this
afternoon, dismissed the charge of assault
against Policeman Archibald Mellan of the
first precinct, who, it was claimed, brutally
assaulted Madge Fisher while arresting her
in a house in the Division February 4 last.
The case has excited much interest, and
because of the absence of a district at-
torney for several weeks, and for other
reiasons, has been postponed from time to
time. The stated action of the court was
taken because of great conflict of testi-
mony. ‘The occurrence the court character-
ized as a “low-down, contemptible, misera-
ble bawdy house brawl.”. He would not
convict an inmate of cne of these houses an
complaint of the proprietress, the woman
who is creating and maintaining crime,
Nevertheless, he was satisfied that thero
was some disorder at that house on the
night in question, and the policemen had a
right to suppress the disorder. The ques-
tion then resclved itself into the extent of
the violence used. From the testimony, the
court said he could not satisfy himself on

that point, and therefore the only cours:
left open for him was to dismiss the
charge,

Madge Fisher is now held in jail under
a charge of incorrigibility, awaliing a va-
cancey in the girls’ reform school. At the
conclusion of the trial today it was de-
cided to take her into court Friday, and if
a vacancy sdoes not then exist, 1o discharge
her from custody.

In anticination of the
room was crowded today, and scores of
persons were unable to gain admittance.
Many women from the Division and a
large number of policemen and officials
were In the throng. The hearing began
shortly after 11 o'clock, and was not con-
cluded until a few minutes before 3 o'clock,
During the proceedings not a few rather
spicy utterances were made. At one point,
when Attorney Nauck remarked that there
seemed Lo be an assault case in pProgress
in his rear, Attorney Sillers, who has been
representing the girl, replied that were it
ot for the presence of the court a case of
assaunlt between himself and Policeman
Carlsson would ensue taen and there,

Madge Fisher Toestifies.

Madge Fisher, wearing a new spring hat,
trimmed with red fowers, a plush cape and
a silk dress, with her left arm bandaged,
first took the stand. In reply to a question
from Mr. Mullowney, she said she first
came to Washington about three months
2go, and had been living in a house of ill
fume. She had been living with A woman
named Lucy Stewart, whose place was at
s Idth street. She left there, she said,
Tuesday, February 2, bhecause the Stewar?
woman accused her of walking the streets,
when in reality she was in Baltimore., She
went back after her clothes between 7 anid
5 o'clock Thursday, February 4. Lillie
Chandler was with her, They rang the
Lell, and the Siewart woman opened Lhe
deor. She asked 1f the girls had come o
stay. They replied in the negative, and
were then invited to step into the parlor.
They found Policemen Mellen and Carlsson
scated in the rear room. A conversation
ersued, and the girls sald they intended to
leave the house. Policeman Mellen then
spoke up and stated if they entered any
other house in the Division he would “vag'
them.

“I replied that T didn’t know about that,”
continued Madge, “and then Carisson grah-
bed me, railsed me frem the sofa and hand-
ed me over to Mellen. The latter twisied
my arm abeve my head, dragged me out
of the house and did not let Fo of me until
we reached the statloa. Carlsson walked
behind.”

“What did you do2" asked Mr. Mullow-
ney.

““No more than cry.”

On rross-examination the girl stated that
her correct name was Maggzie McGinn.,
fhe admitted very frankly that sne had
lived Ir a house in Baltimore that was
ralded, and she was sent to a reformatory,
She came to Washington and had lived in
several houses of ill fame here.

“Anc 1 suppose you drink whenever you
please and as much as you please?” asked
Attorney Nauck.

“Exactly,” was the reply.

“Whisky or beer?”

“Beer.”

“Ever take wine?”’

“Oh, yes."

Attorney Nauck then wanted to know if
the girl, after being taken to the staticn,
complained of hér arm being broken, and
she replied that she crled until some one
ceme to her in the room where she was
and wrapped a wetl towel about her arm.
Leter, after friends had been to see her,
Policeman Kilmartin took her to the Emer.
gency Hospital. At the hospilal “two litile
young men' lookedl at her arm and wrap-
ped around it a piece of cloth with somre-
thing on it that smelled like vinegar,

“Did you ever see Policeman Mellen and
Carlsson in that house prior to the 4th of
Febhruary ?' questioned Mr. Mullowney.

“0Oh, ves; often.”

“What would they do?”

"D;-ink and watch the girls dance.”

“Was it true that one of the policemen

trial the court

grew Incensed because Lillie Chandler
:'ou.’l'd not submit to a proposition he made
er?’ =

“Yes, sir.” i

“Which one was it

“Carlsson.”

In reply to a query,
she was nineteen years of age and could
prove it, and she denled that “she alleged

her arm was broken merely f.
it D ¥y for defense and

Madge stated that

Other Testlmony.

The next witness was Lillia Chandler.
Her testimony In general was in substan-
tiatlon of the story told by Madge Fisher.
She added, however, that Lucy Stewart
sald in the presence of the policemen that
the chambermaid in the house had told
her that Madge Fisher had said she in-
tended to have the butlons of the police -
men taken off because they visited the
| houre. The wilness was ~omewhat mixed
In her testimony, saying among other
thirgs, that Carlsson swung Madge around
by her arm. Both policemen had been in
the house before, according to the Chan-
dler girl, watching the inmates dance.

Thcmas Van Zandt, the driver of the
first precinct patrol wagon, testified that
Le saw the girl at the first precinet sta-
tien after she had becn locked up. Bhe
cried and complained of ‘pain in her arm,
but would ndj let him examine it

Charles Anderson, colored, who helps the
janitor at the first

recinct s ex-
plaired to the court tﬂ e

THE DISTRICT OFFICES
Local Politicians Puzsled by the Delay in
Making Appointments.

Some Republicans Think the Preal-
dent May Wait a Month or More—

Colored Men and Recordership.

Local politicians are much puzzled by
President McKinley's attitude in the mat-
ter of filling the local offices. Within the
past week the President called for a brief
of all applications for the commissioner-
ships, with their indorsemenis, but after
having this information placed befors him
he showed no haste in arriving at a conclu-
sion. He has gone on the supposition that
delay and the conseguent discussion of the
availability of the vVvarious applicanis and
men who have been suggested to him for
the commissionerships would result in
crystallizing their merits In such a way as
to help him in making his selections.

Gen. Boynton, who was suggested Lo the
President as a most desirable man o ap-
point as the republican Commissioner, as
stated in The Star vesterday, has dm-llnr_'-‘_tl
that under no circumstances l"lldl'al his
name he used in connection with this piace
1t is understood that President MoKinley
regarded the selection of Gen. Boynton tor
the republican commissionership with sicat
favor, but it is alzo understood that he is
in favor of making (Gen, Boyvnton -hmrm‘;m
of the Chickamauga and Chaitanooga Na-
tional Military PPark commlissiun in place
of Gen. Fullerton. Geén, Boynton is now a
member of that (ommission and has had
charge of the historical work connecied
with it. He is regarded as omne of Th\:'.
greatest authorities on the hiatory of the
civll war, and is looked upon as i!l\';t]'l.lhl*;
in the work of perpeluating l]lh- memory of
the great battles that were fought i

Local politicians are much at sea ve-
garding the time when the commissioner-
ships will be disposed of. While AMr. M-
iinley may take them up and name the
successors  of Commissioners Ross  and
Truesdell any day. many prominent repub-
licans here think that it is quite as likely
he may not act for a month. There is no
special reason for hasty action, as the
present Commisgioners are fully competent
ut der the law to discharge all the duties of
their office until their successors are ap-
pointed.

The Recordership.

The colored pecple of the District are
centering their interest on the appointment
of recorder of deeds. The chief local appli-
cants for this place are M. M. Holland and
Leonard . Bailey. Mr. Holland's friends
think that he is most likely to get the
place because he was distinetly a MceKinley
man, but Mr. Bailey's friends are workinug
actively for the appointment. A new appli-
cant for the place may loom up within a
week or two in the person of Perry Carson.
Mr, Carson’s friends claim that their choice
for the recordership would get more local
itdorsements than any other colored muan
living in the District of Columbia. aud
they =ay that fully one-half of the minis-
ters of the eolored churches here have de-
clined to Indorse any one for the recorder-
ship pending Mr. Carson’s decision whether
he will become a candidate for that place.

It will he a surprise to the colored citt-
zens uf the District of Columbia if a col-
cred man is not chosen, and the greatest
fear they nave in this connection is that an
active pelitician in une of the states will
be brought here in payvwent for lus polit-
ical work daring the last campaipgn. Neither
of the delegiates 1o the republizan saddonal
conveniion was a McKinley man, Mr, Give-
son having remained a4 Reed man and Mr.
Carson- an Allison manr to the end of the
fight. A aumber of colored men through-
out the couniry have made application for
appointment as recerder of deeds, and
their succeess will probably depend upon
the adoption by the President of a policy
in favor of home ruale or othzrwise for the
District of Columbia.

A NEW PUBLIC PRINTER.
Framk W, Palmer Nominated to That
Position Today.

The President today sent the following

nominations to the Senate:

State-Frank W. Palmer of Illinols to be
public printer.

Alexander M. Thackara of Pennsylvania
to be consul of the United States at Havre,
France.

Treasury—Assistant Surgecn James H.
Oakley of Illinois to be passed assistant
surgeon in the marine hospital service.

Mr. Palmer, who was today mnominated
for publie printer, served in that otfice dar-
inz Mr. Harrison's administration, He is
thoroughly familar with the duties of the
office and during his former term was re-
garded as one of the most efficient men
who have served in that position. He has
b*en a newspaper editor and mterested in
newspaper and prinling enterprises, and
recen:tly has edited the ladastrial World
Chicazo. About the ThiMy-ninth Congress
he was a member of the House of Repre-
sentatives from lowa.

After that he removed to Chicago and is
one of the prominent substantial citizens
of that city. Before his appoin'ment as
public printer by Mr. Harrison he nad
been postmaster of Chicago. e is about

Fixty wvears old, but active and a good
business man. There hos heen a very hotl
contest  ¢vol ithis appoinimen:, several

of the candidates, among them jne or two
from 1llineois. bringing hard pressure to
bear. Mr. Palmer comes from the seveath
Lillneis district in Chicagn, which was the
firct to instruet for McKinley. He was
Indorsed to the appointment by Represen-
tative Fors eof thai district, Senator Cul-
lom and a good many of the Illinois dele-
gation, and later the entire delegation went
over to him. He also had a strong indorse-
ment from various parts of the country
outside of Illinois.

. After Mr. Palmer left the printing otfice
at the close of Mr. Harrison's administra-
tion he went from Washington to Syracuse,
N. Y., and established the Syracuse Post,
owned by Representative 3elden,

PEOPLE, NOT MEN.
The Hands Conirolling the Cuaban Re-
volution, According to Senor Albertini

At the Cuban legation today there was
no feeling of depression over the capture
of Gen. Rlus Rivera, the commander-in-
chief of the Cuban forces. 1

Mr. Albertini, second secretary of the
legation, sald today that some people are
inclined to look upon the Cuban revelution
as In the hands of certain men. “On the
contrary,” sald Mr. Albertini, “‘the revolu-
tion is a revolution of the people, and the
withdrawal of a leader will have no ef-
fect on the progress of the war for inde-
pendence. Wher Marti was killed, a fow
days after landing in Cuba, dime predic-
tlons were made, and they were reperated
when Maceo was removed. Gen. Gomos
once sald to President Cisneros that if he
were killed there would be

arms. The large quantity of arms and am-
munition that has been

STILL THE TARIFF

Debate on the Bill Continued in the
House,

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS ADOPTED

Quite a Discussion Over Hides and

Cattle.

MATTERS IN

THE SENATE

= e

The delay oceasloned yesterday hy the

aksence of a quorum had . salutary offoct

on the attendance when the Houss met 1
day. Over 13 members were in thelr segts,
Mr. Richardson called attention to the fact
that there was not a querum but

prresent,

sald he would not make th P Accord.
fugly the House went into commities of the
‘whole, and resumed consideration of the

tarifr hill.

Mr. Dockery (Mo asked un nimous con-
sent that the free st be taken up for the
purpose of allowing him to offor
ment suspending the duties on
trolled by trusts, but Mr. |
Jected. The ways and
immediately 100k cha
offer amen lments sy
Mort of these

all amen-
1 ticles con-
IN. Yo ob-
committee
continued to
COmMmMitties,

YLy e

means

1 were adepted without de-
bate. Among the ame ndments thus adopt-
ed were tne following

Pagmr

not spewcially

provided for, 25 per cent ad valorem: hatts

'm"nl'l-‘fa?. cie., unbleached, 15 per  cent
bicached, 25 per cent: making the duty u;;
brushes uniform ap 40 per cent; m;la-t}
fuses, 35 per cent qualifying the duty on
crude tartar dutiabile at 1 cent per pound,
80 a8 10 movide that such turtar must not
ccntaln mere than &0 Prer cont of bitar-
Irate of potash: striking out paragraph
O8Z fixing duties on orfental, Berhin and
similar rugs (Mr. DMngle ¥ explained thas
the effect of this amerdment Was to restore
the duties of the act of IS on carpets)
to change the phraseclogy  of the g-m:

broidered glove schedule

Womesl A recent
dectsion of the

board of genvral appralsers,
The Coase of Hides.

Mr. Sayers (Tex.) precipitated some gen-

eral debate on the subject of hides by pro-
ducing some Weasury figures to disprove
the staiements of Mr. Payne (N.Y.) tha:
the hides imported did not comne
tition with our hides. This drew from Mr
Cannon  (Illy a general statement, He
prefaced his remarks with the declaration
that he was for the pendineg i, He was
ot pleased with all its features. He never
had been pleased with any revenue bill
He appreclated that there must b a mplrit
of give and take, and he was frank to say
he thought there could well be a duty on
hides, as the mpression was Qe ply ground
ed in the west that a duty on hides would
ralse the price of cattle 81 a henid

AMr. Slayden (Tex.) exprossed eratification
that the dormant republican  consclence
had Leen awakened in spots. e procecded
o argus that a duty on hides would b of
practical benefit to the cattle raisers of the
plaing of Texas, Kansas and theg Dakotas,
An amendmeni was adopted which pro-
vided that no gloves should he classified as
r?‘.ildnn's gloves which were jarger than
size §.

Mr. Beil (Cal) warned the repiibdbea ns
that if they passed this bill, containing
high dutfes, without imposing gt less: “
revenve dutly on hides, distinctly a product
of the farm, they would rosrst jt. Why
should the wool men of a fow ates be so
generously dealt with ang the cattle rajsor
dented anything? If u duty was not placed
on hicges, he declared the regubilicans would
be justly chargeable with hy pocrisy, and
they would hear from it in :le next cam-
paign,

Mr. Dingley Defends the Committec's
Action.

Mr. Dingley defended the action of the
committee, saving that when the act of
1880 was being prepared the present occu-
pant of the White House made a very ex-
haustive Investigation of th: =ulject and
found, first, that the great boldy of hides
produced in this country were a biproduct
from the slaughter of cattle, and that their
price was made here; second, that goat and
other skins tanned in this country were
not produced here, and third, that the
hides imported, except fn a few instances,
were dry hides used in making sole leather,
a large proportion of whi'h was exported,
We could tan hides with cur cheap ma-
terial for the forcvign marks:. Welghing
the balance of advantages, ihe «ommittee
decided against a duty an hides. Owur tan-
ning industry, he said, was atfusted to frge
hides, and it was decided (hat a duty on
hides would not be of adv to the
farmer and would hbe a distinst disadvan-
tage o our export trade.

“Were any farmers or prodicers of hides
heard?” asked Mr, Bell

“Oh, certainly,”  replied  Mr
“We had an exhaustive hearing.”

“How about Is?

“No one asked to he hearnd,” responded
Mr. Dingley, “but we made an imlependent
investigation.”

Mr. Hephurn (lowald then came forward
with a vehement speech in favor of a duty
on hides, Mr. Hepburn declared that the
wool Interests dwarfed {n contrast with
the wvast cattle interests of the country,
lowa was more interested in hides than
wool. She marketed annoaily Lo ood
worth of hides, and not 10 per cent of that
amount of wool. He demanded that the
ways and mweans committee  allow the
sense of the House to be taken on this
question, and affirmed with great positives
ness that every republican from the west
favored a duty on hides. “We fnsi=st,” he
shouted, “that the tanning and lcather in-
dustries of New York, Pennsyivania and
New England shoulil mot be aliowed to
stifte the demands of the west.” (Demo-
cratic applause.)

Debate at this point was forced to a close
by Mr. Dingley's amendment to lmit de-
bate on the pending amendment. The
amendment was adopted. ]t reduced the
cuty on cocoa fiber and ratitan matting
from 8 to 4 cents a square yvard, and on
mats of similar material from S to 4 cents,
Mr. Dockery contributed to the contro-
vergy over hides the statement that the
“additiona! information” obltained by the
committee In 1890 which induced them to
transfer hides from the dutiable 1o the free
list was the pritest of Massachusetts,
“You were notitied,” said he. “hy a mem-
ber of the Benate then a representative on
this floor (Mr. Leodge) that if hides were
not left on the free list Massachusetts
wculd defeat the biil"

Mr. Nortem's Assault.

Mr. Norton (Ohlo) made a vicious assault
cn the majority. Instead of dencuncing
Mr. Cleveland on every occasion, he said,
the other side cught to be down on their
knees at the feet of his “perspiring obesity
and ponderous ponderosity” thanking him
for the ow:geum‘:e had given them to

in “rob >
An amendment rating steel strings for
musical Instruments at 45 per cent and
one putting bolting cloths for mill pur-

at 25 per cent (free under
1) were ado
Mr. Perkins (lowa) made a lhumorous

in compe-

Dingley,




